
“Plan and plan well, but no matter how well you plan every year is different and 
every year brings its own challenges”. These were the words of advice given to 
me by a Principal not long after I became Principal. How right they were and 

this year more than any has brought its challenges.
In September at the start of the year we lost our Third Year student Ade 

Adeleki. A sad loss like this has a traumatic effect on the school community. Ade 
is buried in Mainham. When I visit my Dads’ grave there, I always call to Ades’ 

grave and say a little prayer. May he rest in peace.
A school never properly recovers from a tragedy like this. It just learns to live 
with it. We were learning to live with this when we heard on the news about 
the coronavirus in China. Little did we know that by the middle of March the 

school as we know it would be finished for the rest of this school year. Learning 
in school was replaced by virtual learning at home. Thank you to the teachers 
and students who worked very hard at continuing the teaching and learning in 

very strange and difficult circumstances. Although the virtual teaching and 
learning has been a great success it will never replace face to face teaching and 
learning. We miss the person to person interaction and all the other aspects of 
school that make a rounded education. We miss the sport, the trips and all the 
extra-curricular activities that happen on a daily basis in school. May is a busy 
but brilliant month. The award ceremonies, graduation and the anticipation of 
the long Summer holidays and even the talk of travelling to some far off place. 

We missed all that this year.
Thanks again to everyone for coping so well under difficult circumstances. I 

hope you have a very enjoyable summer and I look forward to the reopening of 
the school to students in September. Next year will bring its own challenges.
Most of all we miss you, the people, because it is the people that make up a 

school.
Enjoy your summer.

Padraig Nolan

Stay well and Keep Safe this Summer
www.scoilmhuireclane.ie

End of Year Message from Mr. Nolan
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Young Scientist 2020
Scoil Mhuire had four projects 
chosen for exhibition in
the 2020 BT Young Scientist 
Exhibition this year.
The titles were: Adam McNulty -
5th Year : A Systematic Review of 
Constructed Wetlands to Optimise
Their Design, Katie Connolly 
(Transition Year): A Quantitative 
Analysis and Comparison of the 
Dissolution of Both 
Pharmaceutical and Herbal 
Remedies in the Treatment of 
Arthritis, Anxiety and Heart 
Failure, Miriam McDermott and 
Anna Murphy - Transition Year: An 
Analysis of Leached Chemicals 
From Microbeads in Water of 
Different Temperatures and When 
Exposed to UV Light, Priya Evans -
2nd Year: Does the Wattage of a 
Light Bulb Affect the Amount of 
Heat Generated as Measured at a 
Set Distance?
Congratulations to all the entrants 
for their success in being chosen 
to exhibit and for the effort they 
put in to prepare their projects for 
the exhibition. The school is very 
proud of their achievement.

Fifth Year Play
Our play this year; Factory Girls by Frank Mc 

Guinness was an excellent production, displaying 
great talent and providing audiences with two 

wonderful nights of entertainment. Set in a Donegal 
Shirt Factory, tales of exploitation and poor pay 

unfold. The cast : Ellen, (Eve Loughrey), 
Rebecca, (Saoirse Free) Rosemary, (Alison Whelan), 
Una,(Sheenagh Rowland) Vera,(Kate Duffy) Bonner, 

(Mark Mulqueen) and Rohan,(Killian Massey) 
bonded so well and were each superb in their roles. 

Congratulations to everyone involved. 
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PREFECTS 2020-2021 – Congratulations to the incoming sixth year students chosen to represent 
the school as prefects for the academic year 2020-2021. Applications opened in January and 
there was a fantastic response, it is wonderful to see so many students interested in playing a 
leading role in school life. This left for many difficult decisions, but we are confident that the 
group chosen will continue the proud tradition of prefects that stretches back to 1987. As a 
Prefect, these students will have the opportunity to share in the leadership of the school. 
Thanks to all students who applied, and we wish the prefects of 2020-21 every success for the 
next year. We would also like to acknowledge the wonderful contribution of the outgoing team of 
prefects who worked so hard this year and wish them well for the future.

Position Student

Head Prefect Eiman Elsir

Deputy Head & Fifth Year Mark Mulqueen

3rd Year & Wellbeing Athena Fusciardi

3rd Year & Environment Holly Gleeson

2nd Year & Social Awareness Sheenagh Rowland

2nd Year & Social Awareness Ciara Bartley

1st Year Nadine Smullen

1st Year Méabh McCrystal

1st Year Finn Tierney

1st Year Laura Casey

Art & Culture Anna Cunningham

Art & Culture Clodagh Nathan

Healthy Living & Sports Ellen Kiernan

Healthy Living & Sports Cormac Vizzard

Science & Technology (STEM) Adam McNulty

Mentoring Coordinator Shauna Lynam

Mentoring Coordinator Killian Massey

http://www.scoilmhuireclane.ie/


JUNK KOTOURE 2020

Three groups of Transition year students reached 
the Eastern Regional Final of Junk Kouture. The
students competed with 77 other groups from 
Kildare, Meath, Louth and Dublin. We commend 
the students on their hard work. Group 1 is Gaia -
this dress is made from Garden Pots. The 
students are Caoimhe Howard and Jessie Coady 
Evans. Group 2 is Birthday Suit. This dress is 
made from recycled wrapping paper and 
birthday cards. The students are Aine O Gorman, 
Deveigh Berni and Lauren Mulcahy.
Group 3 is 2020 Vision and the dress is made 
from contact lens packaging and glass lenses. The 
students are Gemma Austin, Katie Fitzgerald and 
Sophie O Dea.
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Sports News

U15 Soccer Team win Midlands 
League Congratulations to the 
U/15 Boys soccer team who were 
crowned Midland League 
Champions after a 5-4 win over 
PBS Newbridge. The lads showed 
great heart to come back from 
being 4-1 down with only 15 
minutes left. Taylor Mooney got 
two goals back for Clane before an 
injury time equaliser from Daniel 
Malone sent the game into extra-
time. Clane took the lead in extra-
time with a well taken goal from 
Ruadhán Kane. Newbridge PBS 
equalised in the 2nd half of extra-
time to send the game to 
penalties. Clane held out to 
complete the comeback winning 
5-4 on penalties. Well done again 
to all team and coaches. They 
now progress into the Leinster 
League competition.
Future Leaders Award
The following Active Schools TY 
students have completed the 
Future Leaders GAA award: Senan
Barrett, Aoibheann Healy, Ally 
Morgan, Tiernán O’Rourke, Josh 
McCarthy, Cathal McKennedy, 
Katie Daniels, Fintan Hughes 
and Adam Farrell .
Basketball Blitz Some of the 
students in the Active Schools 
group also organised a basketball 
blitz for the first years over three 
lunchtime periods. 

U14 Boys GAA Blitz in Abbotstown
Our U14 boys Gaelic Football Team were lucky to 
have the opportunity to participate in a National 
Gaelic Football Blitz in Abbotstown. The Super Blitz 
was a joint venture between the GAA and Sky 
Sports. The boys got the opportunity to play in 
mixed teams with other schools from around the 
country. The students even managed to get some 
treasured picture with some of the countrys’ best 

GAA stars.
.

Scoil Mhuire Adult Education Sponso
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Soccer Success for 1st year Boys at Midlands 
League Well done to the 1st Year Boys Soccer Team, 
who won the Midlands League final by beating 
Patricians of Newbridge 4-0, making it two years in 
a row that Scoil Mhuire have won the competition. 
Scoil Mhuire started the game strongly with two 
goals in the first ten minutes from Josh Gannon and 
Tadhg O’Donoghue. They didn’t stop there, as 
Adam Fitzpatrick made it 3-0 before Josh Gannon 
scored another goal. Well done to all involved, 
including student coaches Rían Keating, Cian Byrne 
and Ayobami Alarape.
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Mentors for 20-21
We are delighted to announce the 
mentors for 2020-2021: James 
Keogh,  Lily Mae Commane, 
Leannan Browne Kane,  Saoirse 
O’Reilly,  Amy Sullivan, Joseph 
Keane,  Eve Loughrey,  Kate Duffy, 
Hannah Kiernan,  Ellen Fitzgerald, 
Katie Herbert, Caitlin Kavanagh,  
Ryan Cahill,  Shauna O'Shea , 
Ruairi Hanlon, Hannah Malone,  
Amy Moore, Rebecca Moore, 
Killian Herbert,  Ruby Boland, Leo 
McCann,  Elisha Trant,  Saoirse 
Free,  Eamon Little, Beatrice 
Adesina, Aisling Ewulonu, Holly 
Cashell, Omotola Itogbe,  Katelyn 
Barry, Jasmine Jackson McGrath, 
Chloe Fox and Hannah Nolan.
Mentoring in Scoil Mhuire
The mentoring system was 
introduced to Scoil Mhuire eleven 
years ago to help the First Year 
students to settle in to life in 
secondary school. The tradition 
has grown over the intervening 
years and is now an established 
part of life at the school. At the 
end of their time at Scoil Mhuire 
many Sixth Years still recall the 
mentors who made the transition 
from primary to secondary school 
less daunting. Fifth year students 
apply for a position as mentor. 
Good luck to all of you in your role 
as mentor.

Welcome
Welcome Text here

IWISH STEM Conference
On the 3rd of February 2020, 70 TY girls attended 
the IWISH conference in the RDS in Dublin. . IWISH 
(Inspiring Women In Stem) is an initiative to inspire, 
encourage and motivate young female students to 
pursue careers in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths and included presentations and several 
female keynote speakers who are working in the 
areas of STEM. There was also a workshop area and 
stands from several large international companies 
who are seeking to employ women such as Dell, 
Stryker and Accenture.

Scoil Mhuire Adult Education Sponsor 
Kildare Senior Ladies Footballers
Best of luck to Louise Scully, Joanne Deay
and the Kildare Senior Ladies in this years’ 
campaign. With 5 wins from 5 matches, the 
Kildare Ladies were eligible to play in the 
league final before the Coronavirus 
Pandemic put a stop to all sporting events. A 
championship campaign was also planned 
for the summer months. Scoil Mhuire Adult 
Education is very proud to support Louise 
and Joanne. 

Page 7



Classes in school ended abruptly on March 12th and students and staff quickly became used to a 
new type of schooling, on-line from home with MSTeams. Many innovative methods and ideas 

were used to make schooldays more interesting and exciting. The English Department threw out 
the challenge o a Poetry Writing Competition before Easter and there were many entries, all of 

an excellent standard. Here are the Senior and Junior Winning 
entries. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO ENTERED THE 

COMPETITION.

POETRY WRITING
COMPETITION

Dearbhla O Regan’s winning entry:
In These Strange Times

The powerless seek to be strong,
the fearful to be brave,
oh to write a song,
how we could all be saved,
but suspicion reigns in these strange times.

Eye pressed against the window pane,
doing your bit for the nation!
all those out shall not get salvation,
or so you proudly proclaim,
as suspicion reigns in these strange times.

Log on, be heard,
let your rage free,
your enemies are blurred,
but you delight in their pleas,
for suspicion reigns in these strange times.

And yet,
grannies on skype,
those in scrubs,
saviours they are dubbed,
offers of help the more you swipe.

Not all was lost in these strange times.

Junior Winner Grace O Brien’s entry:

Strange Times
To some this might be 
normal

Others might be scared
But to me it is puzzling
Cycling over the Curragh hills

But who did I meet 
None other than a dog
He was reciting Shakespeare
And cycling a unicycle 

Wearing a black top hat
And when you think 
It couldn't get any more interesting
A mouse popped out of his hat and 
waved 

And when I tell this 
story
People call me mad

But maybe they are just 
jealous 



Much baking has been done since school 
closed and the Home Economics Department 
held a cookery competition.
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Transition Year Mini Company Enterprise 
Success

CRAZY COINS
Huge congratulations to 

Holly Sullivan, Josh O Connor 
and Tristan Coyle who were 
awarded the KCC Special 
Merit Award for their Mini 
Company Enterprise "Crazy 
Coins" .
Students who entered this 
year's competition have since 
September, researched, set 
up and run their own 
business. 
Some 1,500 students from 21 
secondary schools across 
Kildare took part in the 
annual programme, the final 
which was held at the 
Kilashee House Hotel in Naas. 
Our students impressed the 
judges with their book "Crazy 
Coins" which was developed 
to help people with Special 
Educational Needs to count 
coins.

Scoil Mhuire Clane 
'CRAZY COINS' team
scoops Kildare Student 
Enterprise Award prize

Success of the business to date include:
• Company awarded bursaries from two local 

businesses.
• Sold product in two different financial 

institutions.
• Our first batch sold out in record time. Required 

to put in a repeat order to printing company 
that same day!!

• Financial planner Eoin McGee from the 
television programme "How to be good with 
money" endorsed and praised our book.



www.scoilmhuireclane.ie

We said a virtual goodbye 
to all our 6th Year students 
and wished them every 
success for the next stage 
of lifes' journey. Hopefully 
we can hold an in–house 
graduation ceremony for 
them in the Autumn.

Wishing all staff, students 
and their families a relaxing 
Summer.

STAY SAFE

http://www.scoilmhuireclane.ie/
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